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des Instructions administratives du PCT). 
Cgs annexes comprennent feuilles. 



3. Le 



present rapport contient des Indications et les pages conrespondantes relatives aux points sulvants : 

Base de Topinlon 
Priority 

Absence de formulation d'oplnion quant k la nouveaut§. ractivit§ Inventive et la 
possibility d'application Industrielle 
Absence d'unit6 de ('Invention 

Declaration motiv6e selon la rfegle 66.2(a)(rO quant a la "?JJ>'^^"if • ''^^^ ®* 
d'appllcatlon Industrielle; citations et explications k I'appui de cette declaration 

Certains documents cit§s 
In-egularites dans la demande Internationale 
Observations relatives k la demande Internationale 
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RAPPORT D'EXAMEN . , ^ on-rjcD n'^/n'^o'^ri 
PR^LIMINAIRE INTERNATIONAL Demande intemationale n° PCT/FR Od/UJ^O>J 

I. Base du rapport 

1 En ce qui conceme les elements de la demande intemationale (les feuilles l^'^^^^'^^l^fl'L dans 
' «MnteJi A /Office r6ceoteur en reponse a une invitation faite confonnement a I arttde 14 sont co^'?®'®^ ^^"f 
i^SSn/rap^rtTSmme 'inSment dipos^es' et ne sent pas jdntes en annexe au rapport puisqu elles ne 
contlennent pas de modifications (regies 70. 16 et 70. 17)) : 



Description, Pages 

^ .22 telles qu'initialement d^posdes 
Revendications, No. 

^.24 telles qu'initialement d6pos6es 
Dessins, Feuilies 

■\IQ.^ telles qu'initialement ddpos4es 



2 En ce aui conceme la langue, tous les 6l6ments indiqu^s ci-dessus 6taient k la disposition radminist^^^^ 
luTont ^6 TeiSI daS li langue dans laquelle la demande intemationale a 6te depos6e. sauf .ndicatoon 
contraire donn^e sous ce point. 

Ces 616ments 6taient k la disposition de I'administration ou lui ont 6t6 remis dans la langue suivante: .qui est: 

□ la langue d'une traduction remise aux fins de la recherche intemationale (seion la r6gle 23.1 (b)). 

□ la langue de publication de la demande intemationale (selon la rfegle 48.3(b)). 

□ la langue de la traduction remise aux fins de I'examen preliminaire intemationale (selon la r^gle 55.2 ou 
sequences : 

□ contenu dans la demande intemationale, sous fomne ecrite. 

□ d6pos6 avec la demande intemationale, sous fomie d6chlff rable par ordinateur. 

□ remis uHerieurement & I'administration, sous fonme 6crite. 

□ remis ult6rieurement h radmlnistratlon. sous fomie d6chiff rable par ordinateur. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle le listage des sequences par ecrit et fourni ult6rieurement ne va pas au-delJi 
de la divulgation faite dans la demande telle que d6posee, a ete foumie. 

□ La declaration, selon laquelle les informations enregistr6es sous dechiff rable par ordinateur sont identiques 
h celles du llstages des sequences Pr6sent6 par ecrit, a 6t6 foumie. 

4. Les modifications ont entraind Fannulation : 



□ de la description, pages : 

□ des revendications, nos : 

□ des dessins, feuilles 
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70.2(c)) : 

(Toute feuille de remplacement comportant des modifications de cette nature doit etre indiquee au point 1 
et annexee au present rapport.) 
6. Observations complementaires, le cas 6ch§ant : 

V Declaration motivee selon rartlcle 35(2) quant a la nouveaute, i;^^^ Jll"^^^^^^ possibillte 
d-appllSSon industrielle; citations et explications a l appui de cette declaration 



1. Declaration 
Nouveaute 



Oul: Revendications 1-24 

Non: Revendications 

Oul: Revendications 

Non: Revendications 1-24 

Possibilitd d'application industrielle Oui: Revendications 1 -24 

Non: Revendications 



Activite inventive 



2. Citations et explications 
voir feuille s6paree 
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noncernan t ie point V 

Declaration motivee selon Particle 35 (2) quant a la nouveaute, I'activite inventive 
et la possibllite d'appHcation Industrielle; citations et explications a I'appui de 
cette declaration 

1 . II est fait reference aux documents suivants: 

D1: Pandit M. "MeBsignalverarbeitung und Regelung in Abfull- und 

Absackanlagen" Wagen und Dosieren - Verlag. Keppler. Mainz,Vol.19,N°3 

D2: WO-A-0244669 (PA Consulting Services Ltd) 06.06.2002 

D3:Prospectus: Sartorius Laboratory:"9 modules avec precision de lecture de 1 

mg et de 10 mg: A vous choisir" octobre 1986 

D4: NL-A-9200532 (Stork Alf ra B V) 1 8.1 0.1 993 

D5: JP-A-58061 41 5 ( Nippon Kokan KK) 1 2.04.1 983 

2. NOUVEAUTfe 

2 1 Le document D1 . qui est consider^ comme etant I'^tat de la technique Ie plus 
proche de I'objet de la revendication 1 . decrit un appareil pour le dosage de precision 
de poudre comprenant: 

- un conteneur de poudre, comprenant une ouverture r6glable par laquelle la poudre 
est distribute, ladite ouverture 6tant en communication directs avec le conteneur 

- des moyens de r6glage de la dite ouverture 

- un moyen de contrdle de la quantite de poudre distribuee, en relation avec lesdits 
moyens de rtglage. 

2.2 Uobjet de la revendication 1 diff^re du document D1 en ce que le dit appareil 
comprendre un moyen de vibration et/ou de tapotage du conteneur. 

2.3 Les mSmes arguments peuvent §tre appliqu6s au precede de la revendication 23 et 
h rutillsation du dispositif de la revendication 24. 

Uobjet de la revendication 1 , 23 et 24 est done nouveau et remplit les criteres 6nonc6s 
a I'article 33 (2) PCT. 

3. ACTIVITE INVENTIVE 

3.1 Le probleme que se propose de r6soudre la presente invention peut done §tre 
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consid6r6 comme etant I'amelioration de la precision du dosage des poudres. 

3.2 Un tel probleme est evident pour i'homme du metier et ne peut pas etre consider^ 
comme inventif. 

3.3 La solution proposee dans la revendication 1 de la pr6sente demande n'esl pas 
consider^e comme inventive pour les ralsons suivantes: 

Dans le secteur du dosage des poudres I'amelioration de la precision du dosage et la 
facility de la distribution des poudres avec des moyens de vibration est dej^ connue 
(voir document D2. page 12. ligne 27 - page 13. ligne 2. figure 15). 
II semble evident pour la personne du metier d'appliquer cette caract6nst.que. avec un 
effet correspondant. dans un dispositif suivant le document D1 et d'obtenir ainsi un 
dispositif selon la revendication 1 . 

3.4 Les m§mes arguments peuvent §tre appliqu6s au proc§d§ de la revendication 23 et 
k I'utllisatlon du dispositif de la revendication 24. 

Par consequent I'objet des revendications 1 ,23 et 24 n'est pas inventif et ne remplit pas 
les conditions enoncees dan I'art. 33 (3) PCT. 

3.5 Les revendications d6pendantes 2-22 ne contlennent aucune caract6ristique qui. en 
combinaison avec celles de I'une quelconque des revendications^ SfssTst en ce 
t^f&rent. d6finissent un objet qui satisfasse aux exigences du PCT (article 33 (3) en ce 
qui conceme I'activite Inventive, et ce pour les ralsons suivantes: 

3.5.1 L'objet des revendications 2 et 3 est connu du document D3 (voir le document en 
entier) 

3.5.2 L'objet de la revendication 5 est connu du document D4 (voir figures 2 et 3) 

3.5.3 L'objet des revendications 4.6-13 est consider^ comme une demarche technique 
normale pour I'homme du metier. 

3 5.4 Les caract6ristiques d^crites dans les revendications 14-21 sont seulement une 
des possibilites que la personne du metier pourralt choisir, selon le cas d espece pamni 
plusieuis possibilit6s §videntes. pour r6soudre le probl6me pose sans qu une activite 
Inventive soit impllqu§e (voir document D5) 
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4. APPUCATION INDUSTRIELLE 

L'objet des revendications 1.23 et 24 et les objets des revendlcatlons 2-22 remplissent 
les conditions enonc§es k I'art. 33 (4) PCT. 
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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. sheets, including this cover sheet 



□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e„ sheets of the description, claims and/or drawmgs which have 
been amended and are tiie basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authonty 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These axmexes consist of a total of. 



sheets. 



Hiis report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial ^plicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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L Basb of the report 



1. This report has been drawn on the basis of iRepheementsheeis which have beenjumished to the receivmg Qjfftce in respond to an invitation 
under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originaifyflled" and are not mmexed to the report since they €h not contain amendments.): 



[ I the international application as originally filed. 



the desoiption, pages . 

pages , 
pages , 
pages . 



1-22 



as originally filed, 
filed with the demand, 
filed with the letter of 
filed with the letter of 



the claims. 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1-24 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Article 19, 

, , filed with the demand, 
filed with the letter of 



filed with the letter of 



the drawings. 



sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig , 
sheets/fig . 
sheets/fig 



1/8-8/8 



, as originally filed, 
, , filed with the denuind, 
. .filed with the letter of 
filed with the letter of 



2. The amendmrats have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages l 

I I the claims, Nos. , 



I I the drawings, sheets/fig 



I — I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
* — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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I V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-24 



1-24 



1-24 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: Pandit M, ^^Melisignalverarbeitung und Regelung in 
Abfull- und Absackanlagen" Wagen und Dosieren - 
Verlag. Keppler, Mainz, Vol.19 N° 3 

D2: WO-A-0244669 (PA Consulting Services Ltd.) 
06.06.2002 

D3: Prospectus: Sartorius Laboratory: "'9 modules 

avec precision de lecture de 1 mg et de 10 mg: A 
vous choisir" October 1986 
D4: NL-A-9200532 (Stork Alfra B V) 18.10.1993 
D5: JP-A-58061415 (Nippon Kokan KK) 12.04.1983 



2. 



NOVELTY 



2.1 Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the s\ibject matter of claim 1, describes a 
device for precisely metering powder, comprising: 

- a powder container, comprising an adjustable aperture 
through which the powder is dispensed, said aperture being 
in direct communication with the container, 

- means for adjusting said aperture, 

- a means for controlling the amount of powder dispensed, 
communicating with said adjusting means. 
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2.2 The subject matter of claim 1 differs from document 
Dl in that the device comprises a means for vibrating 
and/or tapping the container. 

2.3 The same arguments can be applied to the method 
according to claim 23 and the use of the apparatus 
according to claim 24 . 

The subject matter of claims 1, 23 and 24 is therefore 
novel and meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(2) . 



3. INVENTIVE STEP 

3.1 The problem which the present invention is designed 
to solve may therefore be considered that of improving the 
precision with which powders are metered. 

3.2 Such a problem is obvious to a person skilled in the 
art, and cannot be considered to involve an inventive 
step. 

3.3 The solution proposed in claim 1 of the present 
application is not considered to involve an inventive step 
for the following reasons: 

It is already known in the field of metering powders to 
improve the precision of metering and the ease with which 
powders are dispensed using vibrating means (see document 
D2, page 12, line 27 to page 13, line 2, figure 15). 
TO a person skilled in the art it is obvious to use this 
feature, with a corresponding effect, in a device 
according to document Dl and so obtain the device 
according to claim 1. 

3.4 The same arguments can be applied to the method 
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according to claim 23 and the use of the device according 
to claim 24 . 

Therefore the subject matter of claims 1, 23 and 24 does 
not involve an inventive step and does not meet the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(3). 

3.5 Dependent claims 2-22 do not contain any feature 
which, in combination with the features of any one of the 
claims to which they refer, defines subject matter that 
meets the requirements of PCT Article 33(3) in respect of 
inventive step, for the following reasons: 

3 •5.1 The subject matter of claims 2 and 3 is known 

from document D3 (see the whole document) • 

3.5.2 The subject matter of claim 5 is known from 
document D4 (see figures 2 and 3) . 

3.5.3 The subject matter of claims 4 and 6 to 13 is 
considered to be a routine technical measure to a person 
skilled in the art. 

3.5.4 The features described in claims 14 to 21 are 
merely one of several obvious options that a person 
skilled in the art seeking to solve the stated problem 
might select, depending on each particular case, and 
without an inventive step being involved (see document 
D5) . 

4. INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY 



The subject matter of claims 1, 23 and 24 and the subject 
matter of claims 2 to 22 meet the requirements of PCT 

Article 33(4). 
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